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Esh C.E. Primary School.
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	27.03.26

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	September 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mr Andrew Park

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	Durham Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Charanga



[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Esh Church of England Primary School, children in KS1 and KS2 receive one hour of class music teaching a week. We use the Charanga music scheme for our lessons which is informed by the Model Music Curriculum. By using this scheme alongside specialist instrument teaching from the Durham Music Service we meet all the statutory requirements of the National Curriculum.
Our Whole School Long-Term Plan for Music, including Nursery, can be downloaded in the information below. 
Children across the school receive singing practice both through Charanga and once per week in the form of our Singing Collective Worship. Here, they learn new songs, practise performing and have the opportunity to enjoy singing in an ensemble. Charanga includes songs to learn per unit and has an extensive bank of additional songs for children to learn.
Children learn to appreciate a variety of genres of music in the Listen and Appraise section of Charanga and when they enter and exit Collective Worship to carefully chosen songs or classical pieces. These songs and pieces of music promote diversity as they often include songs from different countries, cultures and religions as well as from different time frames and genres. 
Children learn a variety of tuned instruments including ukelele, guitars and brass instruments as well as the glockenspiel a tuned percussion instrument. 
Children in Nursery and Reception (as well as the whole school) have a access to a variety of untuned percussion instruments including claves, tambours, tambourines, sleigh bells, castanets, maracas, wood blocks and rain sticks.  


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Extra-Curricular clubs, as part of the school’s wider learning offer, have included choir and music club. 
Durham Music Service has provided whole class Brass lessons to Y3 and Y4. The children learnt a number of songs and tunes on the brass instruments. They have performed brass concerts in Summer 2025 and Spring 2026 for the parents to show them what they had been learning. 
We offer peripatetic music tuition once per week for keyboard, ukelele and guitar.
The children who learn ukelele have also performed a short concert to parents. 


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	The children in Nursery and Reception visit the Gala Theatre in Durham on an annual basis to see a Christmas performance specifically for 3-7 year olds. This performance includes music and songs which often includes repetitive phrases/choruses so young children can join in. 
Music Works provide a demonstration annual concert in school for children in KS1 and KS2.
The whole school sing and perform during Church Services throughout the year. Children sing in Collective Worship every day and learn new songs in Singing Praise Collective Worship weekly. 
Nursery and Reception Children perform their own Nativity Play with simple action songs.
Nursery and Reception children perform simple songs to parents in an end of school year performance. This performance often includes Reception children accompanying a song using single notes on a glockenspiel. 
Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 children perform a Nativity Play with more complex songs.
Y5, Y6 perform a pantomime with a mixture of cover versions of songs and music related to the performance. Y5 and Y6 often create a cover version of a song and add their own lyrics.
Class music performances or achievements are often shared on our school Instagram and Facebook page. 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Given the increasing number of children who are learning an instrument, we will be introducing a whole school performance showcasing the musical talents in school for parents to attend. Children from each class will sing songs they have been learning during the year. Instruments that had been learned during class or peripatetic time including glockenspiels, ukeleles, brass, keyboards and guitars will be performed. Children who are learning musical instruments at home can also showcase their talents. The whole school would then perform a song together this often includes Makaton signs. 
We would like to introduce more concerts in school from outside performers, for example, a brass group that plays during the Durham Brass Festival. 


Further information (optional)
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